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What makes the French-built Zodiac Wave inflatable boats  
the most technologically manufactured PVC tenders in the marketplace?  

Why is a Zodiac Wave the best value in a PVC tender?

Zodiac Wave 310 Compact RIB

Length 10’ 2”, 79 lbs

Zodiac Wave Air Floor

Wave 275 - Length 9’ 0”, 55 lbs
Wave 310 - Length 10’ 2”,  60 lbs

Zodiac Wave Aluminum Floor

Wave 275 HD - Length 9’ 0”, 81 lbs
Wave 310 HD - Length 10’ 2”, 90 lbs
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Key Advantages
•	 Zodiac’s proprietary, durable 

Strongan PVC fabric

•	 Thermo-welded seams  
— no adhesives to fail

•	 Welded & riveted transom cuff  
— no adhesives to fail

•	 All accessories are welded  
— no adhesives to fail

•	 High-pressure air floor 
— more stability  
& better performance

•	 Easy-to-use cockpit drain  
— accessible from cockpit

•	 Tried & true, simple, dependable 
air valves 

•	 Global service network
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Zodiac Proprietary 
Strongan PVC Fabric

•	 Tightly woven 1100 Decitex 
high-tenacity polyester cloth

•	 Coated with UV-stabilized  
PVC layers

•	 Proven reliable over many years

•	 Quality fabric is key to longevity

•	 Used on all of Zodiac’s  
smaller tenders

Fully Thermo-Welded Tube Construction  
— No Adhesive To Fail

•	 Buoyancy tubes manufactured with proprietary  
thermo-welding equipment

•	 Seams reinforced with interior and exterior seam tape 
welded together

•	 Welded seams provide best air retention

•	 Adhesive failure is the most common problem in  
glued PVC inflatable boats

Edge to Edge

Welded band

Welded band

Interior

Exterior
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Thermo-Welded & Riveted Transom Cuff
•	 Transom cuffs are first thermo-welded to the buoyancy tube

•	 Transom is then welded to the cuffs using a rail of rivets that weave 
through the transom

•	 Zodiac Wave features the only adhesive-free, transom-to-tube 
attachment system in the industry

•	 Welded transoms are not subject to separation typically caused by 
adhesive failure

•	 Welded, riveted transom cuff provides a stronger and more secure bond 
than any glued assembly

Transom cuff rivets (aft view)
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Thermo-Welded & Riveted Transom Cuff
Manufacturing Process

Male and female rivet rails Single rivet cross section

Rivet railRivet rails attached to transom prior to cuff welding
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Welded Accessories
•	 All accessories are  

thermo-welded onto 
buoyancy tubes  
— no adhesive to fail

•	 Accessories include:  
rub strake, aft lift handles, 
towing D-rings, bow lift 
handle, oarlock base,  oar 
retainer buttons, bow 
bag buttons, grab-line 
retainers, seat retaining 
patches

•	 Air valve bases are also  
thermo-welded to tubes 
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Air Floor  
•	 Zodiac Wave features a true  

high pressure air floor

•	 Inflation pressure of 11.3 psi

•	 Air floors from other manufacturers  
have a lower maximum rated  
inflation pressure 

•	 High-pressure air floor provides  
a far more rigid platform and more  
stability under foot

•	 Original Zodiac valves on air keel and on 
air floor models. Trusted for decades and 
field-proven. 
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Easy-To-Use Cockpit 
Drain

•	 Accessible from the cockpit, 
unlike other manufacturers’ 
boats, which require reaching 
over transom to pull plug

•	 Slide-bailer design allows 
operator to simply slide  
the lever to open the bailer

•	 Upon acceleration, water  
drains out

•	 Once cockpit is drained,  
close bailer

Aluminum  
Transom Plate

•	 Top cap protects transom from 
motor damage
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Components / Parts
•	 Zodiac Wave components are readily 

available from Defender and inflatable 
boat dealers around the globe

•	 Air valves have been in production 
for over 50 years; simple, dependable 
design has not been modified, making 
replacement in the field easy if necessary

•	 Oars, oarlocks, oar retainers are 
standard Zodiac equipment, stocked by 
Defender and most Zodiac Dealers or 
available from many online suppliers

Bravo Foot Pump 
•	 Included with all Wave models

•	 Made by Scoprega Bravo 9 included with  
air floor models

Bravo 7 included with 
aluminum and RIB models
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Service Network
In the event you have an issue with your boat, whether a warranty problem or random mishap,  

the Zodiac Wave series is covered by the extensive Zodiac service network.   
This global network , including Defender, is comprised of over 1600 outlets  

providing advice, product assistance and service.

The Zodiac Wave is the most technologically manufactured PVC tender  
and is the best value in a PVC tender.



Interested?

Contact us

42 Great Neck Rd., Waterford, CT 06385 

800-628-8225   •   defender.com   •   info@defender.com


